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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, March 14, 2016 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, 

Mayor; Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; William Pitt, 

Councilmember; and Richard Brooks, Councilmember. Councilmember Larry Beeman was 

absent and excused. Also present: Bobby Roberson, City Manager; Cynthia S. Bennett, City 

Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.  

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Pitt delivered the 

invocation.   

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY OF DR. CHARLES BOYETTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

approved the minutes of February 22, 2016 as presented. 

  

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

approved the agenda as presented.    

 

PRESENTATION: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR – SHARP AWARD 

KEVIN O’BARR, BUREAU CHIEF 

 
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Mayor Hodges posed for a photo with Interim Electric Director, Jeff Clark; Department of Labor - Bureau Chief, 

Kevin O’Barr; retired Electric Director, Keith Hardt and the Washington Electric Utilities staff in receiving the 

SHARP award. 
 

 
Mayor Hodges posed for a photo with Adam Waters, Water Resources Superintendent; Department of Labor - 

Bureau Chief, Kevin O’Barr and the Public Works - Water Resources Division in receiving the SHARP award. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

approved the consent agenda as presented.   
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A. Approve –Audit Contract for fiscal year 2015-2016          
*Martin Starnes and Associates, CPA, PA located in Hickory, NC - $34,000.  This audit contract is for the first of 

three years of the agreement.  
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B. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicles through GovDeals  
Vehicle #  Make/Model  Department Serial #          Odometer Reading 

510   1999 Ford Ranger   Cemetery  IFTYR10V3XUA98289  77,167 

455   2001 Chev. Dump Truck Public Works IGBJ6H1C01J509290  75,733 

   

C. Authorize –Recreation Director to apply for Public Beach  & Coastal Waterfront 

Access Funds 2016-2017 Grant - Havens Gardens Fishing Pier  
*The Recreation Advisory Committee chose to pursue funding for the Havens Gardens Pier during their 2-8-16 

meeting.  The new pier would include cut outs for handicap accessible fishing and would match the marine slats of 

the Municipal Pier.  The pier is in the CIP, however, that price doesn’t reflect handicap accessible fishing cut outs.  

D. Approve – Purchase Order >$20,000  
*Duke’s Root Control Inc., for sewer I&I work - $21,202.67           

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  NONE  

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM– ZONING: NONE 
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PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM - OTHER:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  

MICKEY COCHRAN – REQUEST FOR NO PARKING – SOUTHSIDE OF E. 10TH 

STREET BETWEEN NICHOLSON & TELFAIR  

 Mickey Cochran, who lives on East 10th Street asked Council to prohibit parking on the 

Southside of East 10th Street between Nicholson & Telfair to possibly McNair Street. Mr. Cochran 

explained that his neighbor is operating a business in a residential district and has left several 

abandoned cars in their backyard. He stated that his neighbor is purposely parking vehicles in front 

of his house which prohibits parking for Mr. Cochran’s visitors. He is asking the City to protect 

his property rights.  “My family has resided at this address for 69 years and has never seen anything 

like this happen. For the last eight years, I had the misfortune of living beside a junkyard, used-car 

lot and a rundown house that was abandoned for three-plus years,” Mr. Cochran said.   He thanked 

Clarence Gray and John Rodman for their efforts in trying to remedy this issue.  

 Mr. Cochran said vehicles parked on the street by the neighbor hindered the city’s street 

sweeper from cleaning the street and his ability to place yard waste on the street so it could be 

picked up and hauled away. 

 The City Manager said he wants to meet with East 10th Street residents to discuss the issues 

presented by Mr. Cochran as well as any related issues they might have. In regard to the alleged 

business operating in the residential area, Mr. Roberson noted that, “We do have that specific 

property under surveillance. We will take necessary actions to bring the property into compliance”.  

A recommendation will be presented to the council in April. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

 MEMO – BUDGET TRANSFER – GENERAL FUND – (no comments) 

The Budget Officer transferred $50,000 of funds between the Finance and Miscellaneous 

departments of the General Fund appropriations budget to establish a Capital Project Fund for 

the finance and utility billing software project. 

 

NCGS 159-15 states that this shall be reported to the Council at its next regular meeting and be 

entered into the minutes. 

From: 10-00-4130-7400 Capital Outlay $50,000 

To: 10-00-4400-6200 Tranf. To CPF $50,000 

   

MEMO – MUNICIPAL PIER AND “CRAB PARK” FEES 

Background:  During the February 15, 2016 Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting, staff 

proposed fees for the Municipal Pier and “Crab Park.”  The fees are consistent with other 

facility fees already established through the Outdoor Special Events Policy.  The Recreation 

Advisory Committee unanimously voted to recommend the proposed fees to City Council.  The 

fees are listed below. 

 

Municipal Pier -Proposed Fee Structure 

Resident 4 Hrs Day  Non-Resident  4 Hrs Day 

Shelter  $80 $120  Shelter  $160 $240 

Electric $25 $25    $25 $25 

 

Event Deposit Fee Schedule already in place per Special Events Policy 

 

Suggestions for Guidelines 

 No Boats 

 No Fishing 

 Sign- No feeding animals 

 “gate” for entrance for reserved events 

 100 Maximum people on pier 

 Must leave Isle on pier walkway 

 Same guidelines for decorating as Festival Park Shelters 

 Same guidelines for use of park (grassy) already in place 
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“Crab Park” - Proposed Fee Structure 

Resident 4 Hrs Day  Non-Resident  4 Hrs Day 

Park  $50 $75  Park  $100 $150 

Electric $25 $25    $25 $25 

Event Deposit Fee Schedule already in place per Special Events Policy 

 

Suggestions for Guidelines 

 No Open flames 

 No Cooking 

 No Driving on Grass 

 Tents are required to be “sand bagged” in this area 

 

 Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation Director explained that the “crab park” is an 

informal name given to the area where several of the decorative crabs from around the City have 

been placed (near the former Dock Attendants Office).  Her office has had inquiries regarding 

renting this location.  

 

DISCUSSION - GRANT UPDATES  

 
 

 Councilmember Pitt inquired about the status of the Keys Landing project. Mr. Roberson 

explained the project is due and payable July 1st.  Mr. Rauschenbach reviewed the history of the 

grant noting that if the 2nd home for this year qualifies (LMI) then we won’t have to make any 

additional payments.  The grantee will owe the city money at the end of the grant (July 2016).  

The City Attorney sent a pre-notice letter in December 2015 to Rev. Moore. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty inquired if the Wayfinding project was on hold?  Mr. Roberson 

explained that we are working on the process to go out for bids on the signage.  We will have a 

purchase order prior to July 1, 2016.  Councilmember Mercer stated he is opposed to the 

sequence for the placement of the signs – the signs should be placed outside of the City first, in 

order to get people off of the highway and into town.  Mr. Roberson noted that a committee 

worked on the signage priorities and locations for over a period of 9 months. Councilmember 

Mercer reiterated that the signs should be installed outside the city first in order to get people off 

the bypass and into the Central Business District.  
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DISCUSSION - PROJECT UPDATES

 

 
 Councilmember Mercer commended staff noting that nearly every project is underway 

and/or completed. Discussion was held regarding the Electric Department projects and open 

purchase orders. Mr. Roberson noted that purchase orders should be completed by the end of 

May. Employee evaluations due in June will be due now in May in order to alleviate budget 

issues. 
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REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:  

 HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL – (accepted as presented) 

 
Human Relations Council (HRC) report for the month of February  

Monday, March 14, 2016 City Council Meeting 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 To promote social and economic equality in the community, working with Local Government and other resources 

 To appreciate the cultural and ethnic diversity of the citizens of Washington and Beaufort County 

 To encourage citizens to live and work together in harmony and mutual respect 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  None 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Discussion – Ed Peed Commemoration: Chair St. Clair reviewed the program and menu 

regarding the Ed Peed event.  Board members were in agreement with both the program and menu. 

 

Vice-chair Wright addressed length of time allotted for the speaker.  It was suggested to keep the 

time frame limited to 15 minutes due to all planned activities.  Cash donated to this event amounted to 

$275 with Zaxby’s donating numerous food items, and Acre Station donated five (5) lbs. of chicken salad.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

FYI – All FYI items and reminders were discussed inclusive of the January 12, 2016 report 

submitted to City Council and financial report. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION:   

 Councilman Pitt encouraged Board members to seek other activities to be presented during the 

course of the year and cited examples. 

 

 Fair Housing will be discussed during the March 8, 2016 meeting plans are to host this event for 

April.   
 

APPOINTMENTS: 

APPOINTMENT – WASHINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY  

 Mayor Hodges appointed Rudolph (Rudy) Burns to the Washington Housing Authority to 

fill the un-expired term of Wanda Harvey, term to expire June 30, 2017.  

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

ADOPT – FINANCIAL & UTILITY BILLING SOFTWARE CAPITAL PROJECT 

ORDINANCE  

Background and Findings: $150,000 is budgeted in the current fiscal year to replace the City’s 

financial and utility billing software systems. The project is funded by the General, Water, 

Sewer, and Electric Funds. Transitions in personnel, available resources, and other priorities 

necessitate the deferral of this project to a future year. Budgeted funds for the project will be 

transferred to the Capital Project Fund. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

adopted a Capital Project Ordinance for the financial and utility billing software replacement 

project.  

 

A CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR 

FINANCIAL & UTILITY BILLING SOFTWARE 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina, 

that, pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the 

following capital project is hereby established: 

 

 Section 1. The project authorized is for the purchase, conversion, and 

implementation of financial and utility billing software to replace existing platforms. 
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 Section 2. The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project. 

 

 Section 3. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 

 

65-60-4130-7400 

 

Software 

 

$150,000 

 

 Section 4. The following revenue is anticipated to be available to complete this 

project: 

 

65-60-3980-1000 

65-60-3980-3000 

65-60-3980-3200 

Transfer from General Fund 

Transfer from Water Fund 

Transfer from Sewer Fund 

$50,000 

18,182 

18,182 

65-60-3980-3500 Transfer from Electric Fund 63,636 

   Total $150,000 

 

 Section 5. The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital 

Project Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy the requirements of the 

developer agreements. 

 

 Section 6. Funds may be advanced by the General Fund for the purpose of making 

payments as due.   

 

 Section 7. The Finance Director is directed to report, on a monthly basis, on the 

financial status of each project element in Section 3 and on the total capital project revenues 

received or claimed. 

 

 Section 8. The Budget Officer is directed to include a detail analysis of past and 

future costs and revenues on this capital project in every budget submission made to the City 

Council. 

 

 Section 9. Copies of this capital project ordinance shall be furnished to the City 

Clerk, and to the Budget Officer, and to the Finance Director for direction in carrying out this 

project. 

 

 Section 10. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 11. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 This the 14th day of March, 2016. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett       s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk        Mayor 

 

APPROVE – REQUEST FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR 

WATERLINE EXTENSION 

 Barbara Tansey, President of Beaufort County Community College explained that BCCC 

built a burn house in December 2015 and they are requesting that a waterline be extended 

approximately 635 feet to supply water to the training facility.  The new center includes a burn 

room, confined space and rappelling station, which imitate experiences of real fires. When this 

facility is fully set up, BCCC can provide training that other areas cannot do. 

 Ms. Tansey said the new facility, the only one of its kind in northeastern North Carolina, 

would provide training for city firefighters, more so than firefighters from other areas throughout 

Beaufort County. She reminded the Council that city firefighter, police and other emergency-

related personnel do not pay tuition for job-related training they receive at BCCC.  

  Ms. Tansey said they cannot use state money for this project.  They are also out of county 

money and BCCC has no funds to pay for extending the water line. 
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 City Manager, Bobby Roberson said he would not bring the Council any related budget 

ordinance until we have a firm number about the construction of the line (if Council chooses to 

fund). The city wants the project (extension of waterline – 635 feet) to be designed and put out 

for bids. 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Pitt, Council voted to 

approve one half of the amount for the waterline extension for Beaufort County Community 

College provided the Beaufort County Commissioners fund the other half of the expenditure. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

DISCUSSION – LOCAL REGIONAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION PRIORITIES 

 John Rodman, Director of Community and Cultural Services, reviewed the proposed list 

of transportation priorities with the Mayor and Council. That list includes the following proposed 

projects: building a U.S. Highway 264 bypass around Washington, improving Carolina Avenue 

(U.S. Highway 17 business), improving 15th Street from Carolina Avenue to Brown Street, 

improvements to Fifth Street and John Small Avenue and improving Highland Drive to 

Slatestone Road and continuing on Slatestone Road to Washington High School. Mr. Rodman 

said the City has been supporting those proposed projects for several years as the listed priorities 

are from 2014.  

 Mayor Hodges asked about the status of the 15th Street project, which has been modified 

several times in recent years. Mr. Rodman said that project is included in the state’s TIP and 

scheduled for construction in 2019. 

 Councilmember Mercer said it is his understanding that if the city does not include 

airport projects on its list of transportation needs those projects will not be including in the TIP 

and funded. He also said he thought a sewer-line project at the airport and construction of a 

maintenance facility at the airport had been included on the city’s list. If those projects are not on 

this list, they won’t get considered at all. 

 Mr. Rodman agreed that we certainly need to get those priorities on the list. Not only are 

we looking at motorized transportation needs, we’re also trying to address pedestrian needs, such 

as sidewalks, walking trails, bike trails can also be addressed in that transportation plan. Mr. 

Rodman said he would make sure the airport projects are added to the list being submitted for 

inclusion in the state’s TIP. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

DISCUSSION – MAYOR PRO TEM FINNERTY - RETREAT 

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty requested that Council hold a retreat before they do any work on 

the budget.  She has polled members of Council and determined that Saturday, April 9th is a good 

day. Councilmember Mercer noted that if we hold the retreat on a Saturday, we will have to 

bring staff people in and pay them overtime or comp time.  Mr. Roberson noted that Lee Padrick 

(Division of Community Assistance) will furnish information for a retreat facilitator as Mr. 

Padrick has a conflict on April 9th.  Councilmember Mercer expressed Pat Capehart Brown has 

facilitated at least three retreats for the Mid-East Commission and she may be available as well.  

 

CONNECT NC BOND 
 Councilmember Pitt discussed the Connect NC Bond and the benefits that Beaufort 

County Community College and Goose Creek State Park could receive if this bond passes. 

 

CLOSED SESSION:  UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT 

PRIVILEGE; (A)(1) DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION; 159B-38 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF CONTRACT DISCUSSIONS; 143-318.10(E) PUBLIC 

RECORDS ACT 

 By motion of Councilmember  Pitt, seconded by Councilmember  Brooks, Council 

entered into closed session under NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege; (A)(1) 

Disclosure of Confidential Information; 159B-38 Confidentiality of Contract Discussions; 143-

318.10(E) Public Records Act at 6:12pm. 
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 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

agreed to come out of closed session at 8:25pm.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, the City of 

Washington declines further exploration of entering an operational agreement with ElectriCities.  

Councilmember Mercer opposed.  Motion carried.  

 

ADJOURN  

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm until March 28, 2016 at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers.  

 
 
         _____________________ 
         Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

         City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


